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MBC  Annual  Meeting  Schedule 


INCE  1877 


Organift/Pianist,  FBC,  Jackson 

. Clarence  Cooper 

. Lavon  Cray 

. Bill  Dur>can 

re  IVay  in  fudea  —  Mark  1:2-8 

. George  Berger 

m . Clarence  Cooper 


1 . Cary  Shows 

mffiicv 

•Clarerrce  Cooper 

. Stan  Buckley 

. Lavon  Gray 

Richard  Blackaby 
. Greg  Herndon 


8:55 

9:00 

9:25 

9:30 

9:35 

10:00 

10:05 

10:15 

10:25 

10:35 

10:45 


. ClarerKe  Cooper 

. Barry  Worrell 

MkNi  Report . Jimmy  Porter 

'  Report . Rory  Lee 

1  . Mickey  Dalrymple 

. Barry  Wor^l 

. Sanctuary  Choir 

Emmanuel  Baptist  Church,  Grenada 

. Clarertce  Cooper 

. . Courtney  Sc^ 


Organist/Pianist,  FBC,  Jackson 

. Joel  Medina 

. Allen  Harris 

. Michael  Waldrop 

is  Born  in  ludea  —  Luke  2:1-7 

. F^ul  Blanchard 

. Richard  Blackaby 

t . Clarence  Cooper 

. Archie  Herrin 

Cod  at  Work  in  my  ludea 

. Allen  Harris 

. ClarerKe  Cooper 

. Weldon  Aultman 

rs . Clarence  Cooper 


Graham  Smith 


Singing  Churchmen 
...Jim  Futral 


Mississii 


Talntadge  Smith 


.William  Carey  University  Chorale 
. David  Hamilton 


SommEhi  of  iie  Gawd 

Congrai^liofMl  Praiae  . Randy  Cuchens 

ScripiMre  RootEng  . Jim  Harrington 

Church  Empowered  in  ludea  —  Acts  2:14-20 

Prayer . Allen  Stephens 

Bible  Treasure . Richard  Blackaby 

Raport  of  Educatiofi  Coimwiseion . Jantes  Spencer 

Memorial  Service . Steve  Stone 

Ckoral  Praiii . William  Carey  University  Chorale 

Introduction  of  CoHcfe  Presidents  . Clarence  Cooper 

WRWani  Carey  University  Report  . Tommy  King 

Cod  at  Work  in  my  ludea 
ClarerKe  Cooper 
.Weldon  Aultman 

. Matt  Buckles 

..Forrest  Sheffield 
...Jim  Harrington 
.ClarerKe  Cooper 
...Randy  Cuch^ 


. Gary  Shows 

. Daniel  Hall 

.ClarerKe  Cooper 


. Allen  Harris 

. .Sanctuary  Choir 

North  Oxford  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 
. Gary  Richardson 


.Truman  Scarborou^ 


10:10  Busineas  Session 


Mississippi  Sii 


JarerKe  Cooper 
..Graham  Smith 


ScHpRue  Raadbig . Charles  Rodgers 

lesus  Britsgf  Ufe  in  ludea  —  Luke  7:1 1-17 

Pfaysr . . Jim  Burke 

Chonl  Praise . Mississippi  Singing  Churchmen 

RecopiiRon  of  Assodational  ktissions  Diractors  ..  Jim  Futral 

IMbnoiiy  . M.C.  Johnson 

Cod  at  Work  in  my  ludea 


Ckoisl  Pvsiw . 

....William  Carey  University  Chorale 

IkNv^Irtloii . 

. Dwight  Smith 

Pushing 


Sevciil3f-five  pcrooit  of  minor  girls  in 
lilution  have  a  meaniiw  that 

r  participation  in  tfte  commercial  sex 


Ovr  God  is  indeed  merciful  and  gra- 
ckws  tosvaad  ns,  but  how  bn^ 
longer  can  He  contain  his  wrath 
agrtnat  a  people  that  prey  wMiout  con- 
SsM  on  rasMtte  ones? 

Shared  Hope  inftenwtianal  (SHIi  an 
oaganiiation  pared  in  Vhnoouvct  Ws^ 
that  seeks  to  combat  the  eoloding  mai^ 
ket  for  *aex  tourism*  and  m  tramckina 
of  human  beings  for  aexuiu 


mafhot  la  invohmta^  and  coerced. 

•  Since  1997,  me  number  of  child 
pornography  images  on  the  internet  has 
increasedoy  140091. 

Interviews  conducted  by  ^11  with 
three  minors  lured  into  prostitutian 
uncovered  the  starding  detul  diet  iust 
theae  duee  mteor  aex  trafficking  vkdms 
were  sold  10-15  times  per  nig^t,  six  days 
a  week,  totaling  between  9,360  and 
14,040  aex  acts  in  a  year. 

Adanta  hfai^  Shirley  Franklin,  who 
has  been  batdina  diis  issue  for  some 
dase,  bdieves  hw  oi  all  proatitutes  in 
her  area  are  diildren,  many  as  young  as 
11  years  of  age.  *Metfopolitan  Adanta 
has  become  a  national  hub  for  diild 
prostitution  and  human  trafficking,*  she 
wrote  recently. 

That's  not  ThaUand,  or  Vietnam,  or 
Costa  Rica,  or  some  huaway,  impover¬ 
ished  country  known  for  their  commercial 
sex  martoet.  Atlanta  is  less  than  a  day's 
drive  from  anywhere  in  Miasiasippi. 

In  our  own  state,  there  have  been 
numerous  confirmed  reports  in  recent 
years  of  children  being  forced  into  sex  acts 

as  well  as  simply 
law  enforcement 
great  confidence 
)K  caught  for  any 
nly  die  tip  of  the 
,  ist  try  to  imagine 
vrhat's'  really  goira  on'  widi  Mississippi's 
and  America's  duldren. 

Since  we  have  readied  the  point  in  this 
country  where  we  are  consuming  our  own 
diildren  for  sudi  lustful  and  perverted 
self-gratification,  we  should  read  the 
words  of  our  Lord  and  Savior  in  Matthew 
18:6,  and  Matdiew  19:14,  to  understand  our 
uhiinate  fate. 

How  long,  O  God?  How  mudi  longer? 


Editor's 

Notebook 


ad  an  aalimated  lOQiOOO-  ■ 

300400  Amarican  ddldien  me  M  A 

in  danger  of  beooaning  vicfims  ■/  .VBI 

of  such  sexual  emloilatian.  »  ^ 

*In  fhe  UnMed  Slatea,  taivea- 
tigatiom  in  Adanta,  LmVegaa»  / 
and  Wmhingloiv  D.C^  found  X 

diat  large  numbers  of  • 

Americmi  ddldicn  are  pioeti- 
tnled  on  the  atreeta,  through 
aacort  aarvices^  and  in  pomog- 
lic  dandng  — 

numbers  of  mpw*"— * 

mbuyina  these  " 

services^*  accaadkia  to  SHL 
*The  market  lor  sex  traf- 
fiddna  and  aex  tourism  is  hist 
like  a  shopping  malt*  noted  Linda  Smith,  *U.S.  dtizens 

a  formm  Member  of  Congress  frcnn  dents  under  the  a] 

Washington  State  who  founded  SHI.  ly  being  lecruitei 
*Buyer8  can  choose  from  a  variety  of  sex  mancets,*  die 
human  products  of  various  ages  and  col-  away  duldren  an 
ors^  ana  as  long  as  buyers  continue  to  particulariy  hi^  1 
punhase  this  Inunan  product  and  fadlita-  The  report  emm 
nxrs  support  the  muket  the  shopping  of  entry  into  prostl 
mall  stays  open.*  sex  inaus^  in  th 

Many  KBasiaeippi  Baptists  may  think  years  old.  Odier  oo 
sudi  a  situation  is  too  grotesqw  to  be  •  In  2002,  only  S 
true,  but  it  is  true.  The  sexual  exploitation  were  of  male  con 
of  children  is  a  muhi-bUlion-doUar  per  year  were  of  prostituted 
business  in  the  according  to  the  SHI  •  In  Boston,  for 
report  Other  SHI  material  indicates  that  surplus  of  11  females  selling  sex  for  every 
5!^  of  dl  child  pornography  found  on  die  one  male  purchaser.  Many  of  die  prostitu- 
Internet  originatea  hi  mis  country.  tion  arrests  involve  chikhm. 
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conversation.  During  the 
entile  trip,  only  one  person 
asked  how  diir^  are  on  die 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
aldiou^  most  had  learned  I 
was  from  dieie. 

Hurricane  Katrina  is  now  far 
from  die  forefrcMit  of  dieir 
minds,  a  distant  second  to 
today's  news. 

Tnank  God  for  Southern 
Baptists  and  other  Christians 
who  came  to  our  aid  —  and 
continue  to  come  —  with  finan¬ 
cial  help  and  vohmleefs! 

Kfy  first  hot  meal  foUowing 
Katrnu  was  cooked  by  North 
Carolina  Bap^  disaster  rriief 
volunteers.  They  served  many 
thousands  of  meals  in  the  horn  Oklahoma.  Ihey  brought 
we^  diat  followed.  I^rlh 
Carolina  Baptists  and  odiers 
made  long  term  commitments 
to  our  people  on  die  Coast. 

Sevaal  weeks  aeg  our  daiidi 
dedicated  Phase  m,  the  final 
stage  hi  maior  lebuikUng,  to  die 
gkxy  of  God!  We  had  volunteer 
groups  faom  15  states  stay  on  our 


One  of  die  first  groups  was  found  out  we  were  successfully  homes  and  some  dturdies  are 
from  Nebn^.  Thty  brou^t  using  his  company's  product  rebuilt.  Litendk  diousands  of 
their  supplies  in  dieir  catde  and  sent  600  gallons  for  our  use  people  are  faU^  dirou^  the 
trailers,  induding  a  fuU-sixe  and  to  distrimite  to  others.  We  awacs  and  sfiD  need  our  help, 
propane  stove  ana  a  generator  were  told  our  church  had  the  Wouldn't  h  be  great  if  eveiy  town 
to  run  dieir  freezer  wtikh  was  only  odor  ministry  in  the  in  Misshs^  would  rebuM  one 
full  of  food  so  they  could  pro-  Southern  Baptist  Convention.  house  for  one  fimily? 
vide  meals  for  their  hard-  One  team  brought  tempo-  Thimk  you.  Southern 

rary  showers,  made  from  FVC  Baphkts  —  and  especially  Jim 
pifw  and  tarpa,  diat  could  be  Fumal  and  our  Mississippi 
hooked  up  to  garden  hoses.  Baptist  Convention  staff  —  for 
The  cool  water  felt  mighty  your  invaluable  help!  It  is  won- 
I  work  derful  to  be  part  of  su^  a  great 

dity  (and  we)  m  the  95  dcgreea-plus  weath-  family.  We  are  kxiking  forward 
to  »  *mud-out8*  ^  By  Thankasivmg,  a  church  to  returning  some  of  me  bless- 
houees.  They  in  North  Carouna  had  built  us  ings  diroum  our  parddpafion 
nudi  that  we  were  a  self-ccxitained,  45-foot  show-  in  the  Maisaret  Lackey  State 
I  the  supplies  with  er  trailer  widi  six  showers  Missions  OMng. 

departments.  plus  diree  vanities  each  for  - — - 

lent  ^  dw  compa-  mm  and  women.  Landrum  may  be  contacted  at 

^  Volunteers  came  —  from  PO.  Boar 6006,  D^eroffle,  MS 39540. 
and  disinfectant  Cahfomia  to  Nantucket  from  E-mad:  chapUmdrum9uahoo.com. 


VCXUME  131  •  NUMIER  39 
(BSN-CXXlS-STTa) 

PuMMwd  wMUy  Mcapl  wwis  ol  July  4 
Mid  OirifiniM  fay  die  MiifiiMlgpi  Bepdti 
Condition  BoMd,  S15  Miwtwippi  Sirwt 
lackton,  MS  39201 .  Subtcrifilian  99.35  par 
yaar  payabla  In  adwanca.  Ecorwwry  plana 
awaiUfale  for  coaparaHni  MlMUppi  chiadieL 
Ftrtodkth  pa««*  •>  iKkson.  MS. 

Mambar,  AMOciaHon  of  SMa  BapM  Ibper*. 


Guest  Opinion:  I 

Still  a  long 

way  to  go 

By  John  Landrum,  pastor 

Brodie  Road  Churdi,  D'Tbervdle 

'Emerging  church'  subject  of  conference 


WAKE  PORESX  NX:  (BP)  — 
TK*  owMownt 

has  arinnto  Hi  a  void  cmfted  by 
(he  iraffKlhaneaa  of  moat  oon- 
venHonal  ehuachea  in  epaaading 
the  naeaacheMnieaiok^ 

giat  Bd^lebar  aaid  at  a  Sept  21- 
2  XUxwttgmr  oswktmx  at 
rmiithBaa>em  Seminaty  in  Wake 
FoaaatN.C 

Stebear  and  Mark  Driacoll 
paalor  of  Man  lEU  Church  in 
Seatde  and  preeident  of  the  Acts 
29  Network  for  dwuch  planting 
were  among  the  conlerence^s 
featured  speaken.  Driscoll's 
church  is  not  affiUaled  with  die 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  or 
any  other  dcnominatkxv  and  he 
has  been  controversial  foi^ 
among  other  thin&  his  con- 
sun^mon  of  alcohoT 

Before  comparing  the  ortho¬ 
doxy  of  conventional  churches 
and  emerging  (hurchea,  Sfetzer 
challenged  me  crowd  of  500- 
plus  pastors,  church  Ranters 
and  seminarians  to  aw  what 
has  pronqHed  the  need  for 
alternative  churches. 

As  director  of  LifeWay 
Research  and  miaeiotogiat-in-res- 
idence  at  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources  of  the  Soudiem 
Baptist  Convention,  Stetzer  said 
Southern  Baptist  churches  are 
not  evidencing  healthy  growth. 

While  many  churches  note 
increases,  very  Btde  of  that 
growth  comes  from  evanaeiistic 
oonversian,  he  said.  'If  were  not 
growing  through  ssefog  nnen  and 
wcxnen  come  to  faith  m  Christ, 
then  something's  wrong." 

From  Luke  24  he  identified 
three  things  churches  must 
recover  to  stay  on  mission:  die 
centrality  of  tne  cross,  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  repentance  f^  forgive- 
neas  of  sins,  and  die  importance 
of  the  witn^ 

Stetaer  spoke  of  some  pastors 
who  seem  to  convey,  "Thfe  is  my 
Bible  and  FU  never  refer  to  it 
again,"  lacking  confideifioe  in  the 


Gospel's  power  to  change  Uvea. 

Without  the  Gospel  mnt  md 
center  Christians  giW  up  on  the 
chu^  he  said,  and  ne  chal¬ 
lenged  such  fliawigagrment  by 
dedwing,  "I  know  die  bride  of 
Christ  is  not  pietta  but  you  can¬ 
not  love  Jesus  and  hate  His  wtfe." 

A  new  daaa  has  arisen  of  the 
formeriy  churched,  Stetaer  con- 
tinued,  callins  diis  young 
crowd  "the  pa|ama  Jehideen, 
sleeping'dl  nexm  every  day,  Uv- 
ing  in  Mom's  basement,  attack¬ 
ing  anything  that  will  try  to 
reach  anyone  for  Jesus  Christ." 

Whetner  in  a  Louisville  gadi- 
ering  of  artists  with  their  mack 
T-sImts,  holey  jeans  and  blond 
spikeclhair  —  all  "individuals 
ivho  don't  want  to  be  squeezed 
into  a  mold"  —  or  an 


Stetaer  said  Gcxl  is  at  work  in 
biblically  faithful  churches 
transforming  lives  through 
repentance  and  forgiveness. 

"If  our  desire  is  to  create  a 
denomination  where  everyem 
looks  alike,  everyone  wormps 
in  the  same  way,  eveiyone  does 
aU  the  cultural  traditional  trap- 
pii^  and  we  call  that  biblical¬ 
ly  taithfuL  we  will  never  reach 
beyond  me  narrow,  cultural 
confines  diat  have  defined  us," 
Stetaer  warned. 

"If  we  are  going  to  reach 
men  and  women  trom  every 
texygue,  tribe  and  natkm,  it  is 

O;  to  take  all  kinds  of  scrip- 
y  sound  churches  to  rea» 
all  kinds  of  people." 

Instead  ot  being  upset  about 
emerguw  churches  or  die  influ¬ 
ence  «  ^rirst,  second,  and  diird 


named  John  —  Calvin,  Piper, 
and  MacArdiur  —  Stetaer 
called  on  Southern  Baptists  to 
affirm  their  faidi  statement  and 
share  their  witness  (or  Christ. 


Mormons  Christum? 

NASHVILLE,  Tbnn.  (W»)  —  A  slim  nru^ty  of  Americans 
bdieve  Monnonhm  is  a  "Christ  religton,"  aldiough  •slight 
majority  of  white  evangriicals  vdio  regularly  attend  churoi 
diink  omefwise,  aoocmliiw  to  a  new  poll  conducted  by  the  Pew 
Research  Center  and  die  rW  Forum  on  Religion  k  Public  Life. 
The  podl  found  that  American  adults,  by  a  margin  of  52-31%, 
bdieve  Memnonism  is  a  "Christian  rdigion,"  but  among  white 
evangelicals  idio  attend  church  at  least  weekly,  the  data  is  just 
die  opposite  —  52%  say  Mormonism  is  not  Christian.  The  study 
was  conducted  in  August  among  3,002  adults.  Pew  did  not 
release  data  on  die  bdfefs  of  all  evangelicab  across  all  races. 
Significantly,  peopk  were  categorized  as  evangelical  simdy  by 
saying  diey  would  identify  themadves  as  dtner  being  ^wm- 
agaiiv  or  ^evangdical."  Robert  Bowman  Jr.,  a  Southern  Baptist 

apofogist  and  an  expert  CXI  Mcxnnonism,  said  Mormonism  is  not 

a^aSci  audiendc,  faithful  eiqpreaaion  of  die  Christian  faith." 
He  serves  as  die  manager  of  the  apologetics  and  interf aidi  evan- 
gdism  team  for  the  Southern  Baptist  North  American  Mission 
Board.  "From  «i  evangelical  pmpective,  Mexmonism  is  not 
feidifully  or  soundly  Christian  because  it  deviates  from  historic, 
bibBcal  standards  of  ordiodox  Christianity,"  Bowman  tc^d 
Baptist  Press  in  a  statement.  "For  example,  Mormonism  teach¬ 
es  ^t  God  the  Father  is  an  exalted  Man,  that  Jesus,  angd^  and 

human  beings  were  all  the  literal  spirit  offspring  of  our  'heav¬ 
enly  Father  and  Mother'  and  that  the  ultimate  goal  of  the 
Christian  life  is  to  become  exalted  to  Godhood  oursdves." 


"Whether  conventianal  tradi¬ 
tional  emerging,  Cahrinisl  cx  a 
little  less  to,  just  get  on  misBion 
and  be  faithful  to  me  Goq^." 

Driscoll  previewed  scxne  of 
the  research  he  corrtpiled  on  the 
increasingly  liberal  views  of  the 
left-teanirw  Emergent  Villi^  to 
be  publiahed  first  m  the  Ouzfoan 
Research  Journal  and  subse¬ 
quently  as  a  bexk  by  Crossway. 

He  said  Emergents  are 
rewriting  what  it  means  to  be  a 
Christian  by  abandoning  sub- 
stituticxui^  atonement  when 
they  avoid  speaking  of  the 
cross  in  refemKe  to  sm. 

Driscoll  said  some 
Emergents  like  Brian  McLaren 
prefer  to  "plead  the  fifth" 
when  asked  if  die  practice  of 
homosexual  acts  is  compatible 
with  the  Christian  faith. 
Driscoll  said  when  McClaren 
was  asked  about  his  position 
on  homosexual  marriage,  his 
answer  was,  "'You  know  what? 
The  thins  diat  breaks  my  heart 
is  that  ^re  is  no  way  1  can 
answer  it  without  nurtiM 
someone  on  either  side.'  To 
whidi  1  would  respond,  'Now 
you  have  hurt  God.'  God  is  in 
heaven,  and  He  has  sixken  to 
this  issue  widi  great  clarity." 

Driscoll  also  noted  McQaren's 
endorsement  of  the  Jesus 
Seminar;  an  academic  group  that 
denies  the  historicity  oT the  resur¬ 
rection.  This  view  diminishes  the 
impact  of  Jesus'  crucifixion  on  a 
sinful  society  and  n^tes  die 
need  for  His  substinitkxuury 
atonement  for  sirw  Driscoll  said. 

"There  is  nodiing  that  we 
have  to  offer  apart  from  the 
person  of  Jesus  and  His  work 
on  the  cross,"  Driscoll  said.  "So 
if  the  cross  is  losl  Christianity 
is  lost  and  hope  is  lost  and 
Christ  is  lost.  That  means  that 
ultimately,  we  are  lost.  So  diis 
issue  ot  the  atonement  is 
incredibly  important." 

Driscoll  said  some  of  those 
he  analyzed  also  support  con¬ 
troversial  doctrines  such  as 
open  theism  and  process  dieol- 
ogy;  diey  hold  to  a  "trajectory 
hermeneutic"  diat  allows  doc¬ 
trine  to  evolve;  they  shift  from 
a  complementarian  to  an  egali¬ 
tarian  view  of  male  leaderahip 


in  biblical  matters;  and  some 
even  deny  the  virgin  birth. 

"Mgjit  I  submit  to  you  if  you 
are  thirsty  for  insight  on  theology, 
you  not  drink  from  the  toilet  even 
ttiough  there  is  water  there,"  he 
told  me  conference  crowd. 

Borrowing  from  Stetzer's 
method  of  categorizing|emerg- 
ing  diurch  leaders,  uriscoll 
placed  McLaren,  Doug  Pagift, 
and  Rob  Bell  ivithin  m  "revi¬ 
sionist  stream"  identified  widi 
the  Emergent  Village,  while 
Dan  Kimball  and  Blue  like  |azz 
author  Donald  Miller  are  in  a 
milder  "cool  church  crowd," 
labeled  "relevants,"  who  "are 
not  necessarily  tryhig  to  rewrite 
dieology,  but  oner  innovative 
mediodls  of  ministry." 

A  third  stream,  me  "relevant 
reformed,"  are  "confessional, 
contextual  cool  Calvinists," 
Driscoll  said.  "That's  my 
team,"  encompassing  die  Acts 
29  Network  and  sum  leaders 
as  C.J.  Mahan^,  Josh  Nelson, 
and  Matt  Chandler  who 
engage  in  expositional  Bible 
prea^ng  and  teaching  that  is 
theologically  motivated. 

Driscoll  said  some  are  slight¬ 
ly  charismatic  in  diat  they  raise 
their  hands  "and  sing  songs 
diat  aren't  on  die  cutting  edge 
of  the  18di  century." 

DriscoU  said  thu  more  ortho¬ 
dox  group  agrees  that  old  min¬ 
istry  methods  aren't  working  as 
the  world  has  shifted  from  the 
assumptions  of  modernity.  They 
are  concerned  diat  churches  are 
struggling,  he  said,  and  that  lost 
peopfe  are  not  coming  to  a  sav¬ 
ing  knowledge  of  Jesus  in  the. 
numbers  they  would  envision. 

Alvin  Reid,  an  evangelism 
professor  at  Southeastern 
Seminary,  told  the  conference 
that  too  many  Southern 
Baptists  think  diere  is  a  direct 
correspondence  between  "how 
we  look  and  how  we  believe" 
—  and  bodi  are  unchanging. 

"If  die  1950s  come  back,  a  lot 
of  our  churdies  will  be  ready," 
predicted  Reid,  ui^g  contex- 
tualization  of  die  Gospel  with¬ 
out  compromising  doctrine. 
"One  does  not  have  to  sacrifice 
orthodoxy  for  orthopraxy  or 
vice  versa,"  he  said. 


James  W.  Edwards  resigns  from  his  positions  of  chancellor  and 
chief  executive  officer  of  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg  in  the 
aftermath  of  an  investigation  that  concluded  that  he  "falsely  repre¬ 
sented"  information  on  a  1994  grant  application. 


Misatasippi  College  honors  one  of  its  top  ambassadors  by  naming  the 
auditorium  in  Nelson  HaU,  the  main  administration  building  on  campus, 
die  Chester  E.  Swor  Auditorium,  providing  a  permanent  tribute  to  the 
natkxially-reoognued  author  and  religious  counselor. 


William  Carey  College  reports  an  enrollment  of  383  students  for  the  fall 
semester,  with  a  majority  of  students  —  207  —  being  men. 
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You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Snrmty  ^ure  the  foUowing  mm^er 
witn  Cod  in  your  own  words: 

L  Loni  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
G  have  sin$ud.) 

2.  1  want  foimveness  for  my 
sins  and  freecmm  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  mve  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  m  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  widt  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jeene.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he gave  me  rigfit  to  become 
children  cfUod,  even  to  thoee  who 
believe  in  his  name."  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  churcn  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


’  spiritu- 


Speak  So  Piopu  May 
Undikstand 

1  was  speaking  at  a  cxMiler- 
ence  out  in  the  western  part  of 
our  nation  and  had  an  interest¬ 
ing  visit  with  a  lady  who  was 
mm  at  the  meetmg.  I  had 
preached  several  times  at  the 
event,  met  her  and  her  husband, 
and  we  had  a  delightful  time 
getting  to  know  one  another. 
The  conference  was  over  and  I 
was  visiting  with  them  as  we 
wm  about  to  leave  when  the 
lady  asked  me,  "Could  1  ask  you 
a  question?"  I  said,  "Why  oer- 
taimy."  She  said,  "Have  you  ever 
gone  to  a  speedt  merapm?"  I  do 
not  believe  I  have  ever  been 
asked  that  before  but  I  respond¬ 
ed  and  said,  "No  Ma'am,  1 
haven't."  Then  she  followed  up 
by  asking:  "Well,  have  you  ever 
thought  MKXit  going  to  a  speech 
therapist?"  I  sakL  "WeU,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  I  haven't  Why 
would  you  ask?"  She  said,  "WdL 
if  you  would  go  to  a  needi  ther¬ 
apist  they  00^  prooably  help 
you."  I  said,  "I  am  sure  they 
could  but  if  you  do  not  mind  me 
asking  hcfo  me  do  «dvrt?"  She 
said,  "Welt  a  speech  dierapist 
could  probifoty  work  widi  you 
and  hop  you  not  to  sound  so 
Southent"^!  saH  "Oh!" 


T)irecti:mns 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


This  lady  and  her  husband 
who  wm  from  California 
apparently  did  not  connect  with 
au  of  my  Southern  dialect.  1 
said,  "Well,  if  1  go  to  a  speech 
thmpist  and  they  help  me  what 
will  I  sound  like?"  Wifo  a  big 
smile  on  her  face  she  said,  "V^fell, 
you  would  sound  more  like 
me."  Just  so  we  would  even  the 
playing  held  1  said,  "Well,  that  is 
exactly  the  reason  why  1  have 
never  considered  gomg  to  a 
speech  therapist."  We  both 
laughed  and  then  I  explained  to 
her  that  I  was  bom,  raised, 
lived,  and  probably  would  die 
in  foe  heart  of  the  South.  "While 
I  may  not  be  as  cultured  as  some 
Soumemers  may  be  or  as  red¬ 
necked  as  others,"  I  said,  "I  gen¬ 
erally  speak  the  language  of  foe 
great  people  around  me  in  my 
state  and  in  my  region  of  the 
world.  At  least  for  me  purpose 


of  (hanging  my  dialect  1  proba¬ 
bly  wilinot  be  working  with  a 
speech  therapist."  With  a  chic¬ 
le  in  her  voice  yet  widt  a  sli^t 
seriousness  she  said,  "Oh,  1  was 
just  trying  to  help."  1  thanked 
her  asw  went  on  my  way. 

1  dialked  it  up  as  a  fiist  of  its 
kind,  ma)^  an  only  time  kind  of 
event.  Later  I  thought  about  vd\st 
she  had  said  and  what  I  needed 
to  do.  I  suppose  that  if  I  wm 
soii^  to  proKh  a  whole  lot  in 
Camomia  or  move  to  Califomia  I 


brought  me  hm  and  wants  me  to 
contmue  serving  Him  in  dus 
locale  I  wiU  prwab^  arrive  in 
heaven  wifo  my  Southern  spe^ 
patterns.  For  me  that  is  fine 
Decause  I  am  not  sure  that  Louis 
Grizzard,  the  wntec  wasn't  li^t 
when  he  frequently  used  to  say 


about  his  strong:  Geoigia  drawl 
that  he  believed  »  tat  was  the  way 
Godtalked. 

Now  to  be  perfectly  honest 
about  it,  I  believe  what  the 
speech  fwople  need  to  hear  aixl 
undmtami  is  not  Soudiem, 
CaUfomian,  Northern  or  some 
odter  countries'  language  or 
dialect  but  a  dear  undmtanding 
of  the  love  of  God  for  them  in 
their  heart  language.  In  the  book 
of  Ndwmiah,  the  Scripture  says 
that  Ezra  oponed  the  book  of  the 
law  and  ksm  horn  it,  "And  He 

Eve  die  sense  dier^."  What 
ra  was  doing  was  helping  the 
folks  to  underfeand  what  God 
was  saying  to  dieir  hearts  in 
their  underetandable  language. 

It  is  not  alw^  easy  to  con¬ 
vey  the  truth  of  Cod  so  that  they 
will  be  able  to  grasp  it  because 
dieir  understan&ig  may  be  lim¬ 
ited  and  oftentimes  our  ability 
to  articulate  it  is  limited.  I  pray 
for  our  pastors,  and  1  pray  for 
mysdf  that  G(xl  would  give  me 
a  ri^t,  clear  word  frm  His 
Word  wrapped  in  the  power  of 
His  Spirit  diat  people  may  be 
able  to  receive,  understand,  and 
respond  to  what  God  is  saying. 

The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205  - 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral9mbcb.org. 


SI  l  oK  I  III  Kl  C  OKI) 


1.  BMile  Buddfes,  WHMamsvHle  Church,  Kosciusko 


1.  Williaauvillc  Church, 
Kosciusko,  recognizes  its 
Bible  Buddies.  Shown  are 
Clark  Dean,  Eddie 
Cappeli,  Becca  Cappeli, 
Hannah  Smith,  Kimberly 
Clark,  and  Hal^  Smidi. 


6.  Deacon  Ordination,  First  Church,  Wiggins 


2.  Cross  Roads  Church,  Pels* 

•  hatchic,  recendy  ordained 

Robert  Morris  as  a  deacon. 
Shown  are  Billy  Heniy, 
Leroy  Callahan  Cindy 
Morris,  Morris,  and  pastor 
John  Vaulin. 

3.  Tommy  Smith,  a  counselor 

with  AlabaoM  Baptist 
Children's  Homes  and 
Family  MinUtries 

Pathways  Professional 
Counseling  and  a 
Mississippi  native  has 
written  a  novel.  The  War 
of  die  Lords:  Mystenr  of 
the  Genesis  and  die  rinal 
Battle  of  Lower  Earth.  The 
book  is  available  at 
LifeWay  Christian  Stores 
and  oflier  places  where 
books  are  sold. 

4.  The  GAs  of  Slayden 
Church,  Slayden,  coUkied 
supplies  for  Central  Baptot 
Mission  Center,  Akroa  Oh., 
for  Christmas  in  August. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


2.  Morris  ordained  m  deacon.  Cram  Roads  Church,  Mahatchic 


5.  Branch 
Church, 
Morton,  rec- 
o  g  n  i  z  e  d 
Brittany 
Tagert  for  her 
accomplish¬ 
ments  this 
past  year  in 
Acteens. 


6.  First  Church,  Wiggins, 
ordained  three  new  clea- 
cons  Sept.  2.  Shown,  top 
row,  are  Ralph  Sanders, 
DMtor  Wiley  Abel,  and 
Duncan  Hatten;  bottom 
row,  new  deacons  Carl 
Breland,  Gailen  Morrison, 
and  Qark  Lardner. 


4.  GAs  collect  supplies, 
Slayden  Church,  Slayden 


What  I  ten  you  In  the  darlcness,  speak  in  the  light,  and  what  you  hear  whi 


ia)fOur  ear.  proclaim  upon  the 


M.itUit’A  h>  .  NAC 
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2008  Christian 
Education 
Clinics 


Highland  Baptist  Church,  Meridian 
February  9, 2008 
& 

Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 

March  8, 2008 

It  is  the  desire  of  Mississippi  Baptists  to  offer  quality  trainingfor  those 
who  affect  the  lives  of  Mississippi’s  most  precious  citizens.  Piease 
make  plans  to  attend  the  2008  clinic  of  your  choice.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  please  call  the  numbers  listed  bebw. 

Sesie  McNair,  ciitdc  coonUnator,  Christian  Education  Clinics 
Td:  601.954.8650;  E-nriail:  g8incnair@yahoo.com 

Sponsored  by  the  MBCB  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry  Department 

A  brochure  with  the  registratioii 
form  will  be  mailed  later  this  year. 


Blvoi/Small  Church 
Ministers  &  Wives  Retreat 

Providing  a  time  of  encouragement. 
Inspiration  and  fellowship 


DEACON  MINISTRY  EMPHASIS 


Deacon  MMftiy  Emphasis  is  a  plan 

specific  actions  that  highlight  deacon  ministries  and 
involve  deacon  training  and  service. 


Tin*  Purpo  o  of  Doacon  Emphasis  is  to: 


Jasmary  2008  is  designated  by  the  MBCB  as  the  month  to  emphasize  deacon  ministry, 
however  it  may  be  conducted  at  any  time  during  the  year. 

For  information,  contact:  Postar/Laodarship  Davalopmant,  Kaith  Gordon, 
601-968-3800,  axtansion  307,  or  1-800-748-1651 


ContaaUoweM  Ingram,  662-226-5071,  for  info  on  scholarships, 
and  contaa  the  Holiday  Inn  Express,  662*226-507 1 ,  Grenada, 
Miss.,  for  info  on  lodging. 

Sponsored  by:  PastorAjeadership  Development  Department 


^-o(vv»  (you  ( 

liiii-  (n  l(Hr-  1  iiJi.'hivii 

VVi\’(sv  (Mllt  fi  llii' 


Monday,  October  29,  2007 

CAMPGARAYWA 
Lunch:  1 1 :30  a.m.  -  1 :00  p.m.,  Garaywa 
Conference:  1 :30  p.m.  -  4:00  p.m.,  Garaywa 

Ministers'  Mates  Luncheon 

Testimony:  Unnie  Scarborough  (a  ministers  mate) 


Music: 

Rebecca  Cooper,  LxmI  Schuler,  Kathie  Sorensen 


Ministers'  Wives  Conjh'ence 

Special  speaker:  Rita  Sweatt 


Novambar  SO  •  Darambar  1 
Emmanual  BC,  Gtanada 

Lodging:  Holiday  Inn,  Express 


PlMESERVATIONS  for  lunch  are  required.  Cost;  $7  per  person. 

Lunch  and  Registration  Deadline:  Monday,  October  22. 


FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  about  lunch,  contact  wMu  Department  Kathy  Burns 
(kbums®mbcb.org  or  601-292-3324)  or  about  the  conference,  contact  Pastor/Leadership 
Development  Department  Kay  McDonnell  (kmcdonnell®mbcb.org  or  601-292-3305). 


Leaders: 

Brian  Prasslon 
Joal  Madina 


YOUTH 

ir  I 


Evtning  MmI*  $10  ^  ' 

QoImI  ImfMCt  CMabrailon  " 
No  Charge 


Lodging 

Guest  House;  $16  per 
person 

Patterson  Place:  ^ 

$40  per  person  ^ 
(single  occupancy) 

$35  per  person 
(double  occuparxy) 

Contact  Beverly  Bridges  Inr*^ 
the  Missions  MobWaation  ; 

Department  for  registradoh'^  . 
information. 
601-292-3398 
1-800-748-1651 
bbridges9mbcb.org 


M ississippi  Baptist 

YMPHONY 

)I2CHE6TDA 

Oaober  21,6  p.m. 
First  Baptist  Church 
West  Point 


For  mfo,  contact  the  Church  Music  Department; 
601-292-3266.  1-800-748-1651 


ueeenifler  27-28, 2007 


-  6:15  p.m. 

Mega  Focus  City  Cluster  Meetings 
Western  Europe,  Representatives  Reception 


6:30  p.m.  Dinner 

Special  Guests: 

Roger  Kim,  Baltimore 
Rusty  Alums.  Western  Europe 


7:45 


-  9  p.m.  Break-out  Groups 

Church  Planting  -  Roger  Kim 
Western  Europe  Focus  -  Rusty  Alums 


5 


(o| 


3 


c 


Church  Planter,  Grace  Life,  Baltimcxe,  Md 

RUSTY  ALUMS 

Western  Europe.  IMB  Representative 


and  art  patterns 
for  the  teacher  of 
3-year-olds.  P 


Musk  and  More  for  1liree% 

$25  (inclucUs  printed  tel  cnkI  CD| 
$2  shipping  per  sot 


WriHon  by  Oobbia  Wron,  Brandon,  Miss.,  Area  Moilc  Clinician,  Church  Musk  Department,  MBCB 
Edited  by  Sarah  Talley,  Contract  Children's  Choir  Consultant,  Church  Music  Department,  MBCB 
Produced  by  Church  Musk  Department,  L.  Graham  Smith,  Church  Musk  Department  Director,  MBCB 


Thirty-Eighth  Avenue  BC 

Hattiesburg 
November  13 


LED  BY: 

Alan  Woodward 

Director 

MBCB  Pastor/Leedership  Development 
Department 

Frank  Harmon 

MBCB  Church-Minister  Reiattons 
Department 


For  more  information,  oonCact 
Pam  May,  Churctv-Minisler  Relations  Department 
001-202-3225,  1-800-748-1061. 
or  E-maH  pmay®mbcb.org 


UTHLMINISTER’S 

RETREAT 


ISSI  f  s  I  \(  |\(,  P\sl()Rs 

IN  mi  :iM  (  LMl 


A  presentation  and  dialogue  sponsored  by 

•  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Dept.  (MBCB) 

•  New  Orleans  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

•  Our  Three  Mississippi  Baptist  Colleges 


October  22  -  William  Carey  University 
October  23  -  IVf  ississippi  College 
Time  (all  locations):  9  a.m.  -  1  p.m. 


Lunch  provided  by  the  Pastor/Leadership  Development  Department 

Register  by  contacting  Kay  MclDonnell  at  601-292-3305, 

Fax  601-714-7426 
or  kmcdonnell@mbcb.org. 


iNTaODUCING  A  NSW  CURRICULUM 

POR  3-yiar-olo  choirs 


Interim  Pastor  Training 

o 


lesson  plans,  music, 
acconiDaniment  CD. 


- - I - — - 

ODiCMnOV  V  Vw  LuRil  QRCQOn 

«id  wMngrwilo  aibmM  to  one 
amfHr  In  •  ipM  of  un%. 


r  docMne  M  It  being 
by  new.  ta)r  M  ttwe  wiT be 
0000,  soKi  MCFW19  wont  inc 
WMoTGod. 

*  OudiBOftfdmMMkmki 
tbeyyhmdaiopedlNboein 
!  MflaeiMleairaldalnoNngLb 


B  Me  a  cow  of  a*  *Jaa’ In  aid  a 
opyof  UdBuMiM. 
aM  Med  fei  MS  hM  «■  te 
MndaidgetK 

The  me  Schook  Ibam  of 
TanwrteaWK 'Mytoronepa-  . 

vOUV  KliOQiraiB  CMMimUnQ 


ulai^.rayitwi>«Du^aieflied- 
leal  ndnMy  •«  1^  of  Jews 
come  to  Ns  mge  and  •«  Chaim 
dwi  bind  dwn  Ml  be  brahen. 


to  oowe  and  help  leWonartes 
John  and  mew  Obw  as  dwy 
wo*  to  help  this  gmup. 


aHu  fur  ¥OMVMfS  lOf  wOflu 

Changers  power  plant,  spofts 
canipi  and  cumbuebon  pesjects 
In  dndnnad  nod  summer. 


hay  tat  ••  Ml  of  (Mras  wl  M 
tarn  aw  ^  of  •»  people  of 
ZaadBiB  n  aw  of  Jaas^ 

soonbegn 
twwwl 
and 

tor  dboenwwri  bi  whaae  to  go% 
wMi«|nmloapa*,andtor«li- 
dom  In  what  wants  to  dWR. 


produced  and  mad  in  aw  Salar 
language 


Barbara  GwenHetd  of  Wnceton. 
1^.  Is  an  MSC  dbedor  of  Bright 
lie  Fanrn.  home  to  U  niuiu% 
andAx  dtowtuumtoiM^r  chal- 
lengedtoM^  limaw  lord  tor  | 

eanwajfwtoSiMwrarBnoth 
lor  the  nIriD  kIn  wkh 
Chrtalan  tone. 


P'l^  October  5  -  October  25,  2007 

Prayw  MMUry  OMcc  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  \ackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  Prayeriine  1-800-787-7729  (PBAY) 

•A  Uttle  bciff  when  ins/itei  to  comment  on  the  statement, 

"Taith  15  hashing  confidence  in  What  Qo^  has  sf>oken,  said, 

"Gifi  has  confidence  in  What  ^e  has  said  -  so  must  We,’' 


wB  be  able  to  ttato  iNi  to  laadat^ 
sNpandduthptorabtg. 

ll|WorldHungar|CAC 
bepfuMsI;  (2|  lor  wiidom 

JrOOflQ  mw  DOBPMfS  W 


to  be  bold  wtoneaes  tor  Ovist, 
whemerwemaybe.* 

On  aw  Hnd  of  lan  to  aw  Mk  iRi 

a  lato  awn  rwaad  M  aw  a  tMtowc 
As  toto  bagvi  to  Ml  M  rwitod  aw  he 


ator  a  vBage  to  a  Bangalore, 
,  naS  dWrlo  to  wNm  atoH 


New Ttaaewrescwibe twite  i  toadat^KCoiabwiwpiwBwt 
GutoeaassoonaipoWbkaRd  OwantoeBMawatwitoiiMwai 
eemendowyiwpaetawSwupanae.  t  loiwaWtoBwwoikorBwUiil 


III  tMiJ  Nadonal  Batotog  bent 

l^aoav  (Me  Book,  Ml  fBMUt. 
|2|  OBwr  ItawWns  to  Moriow 


The  language  of  aw  liOlOOO 
Salar  pe^  of  China  hw  bean 
unwrnen.  asw  tie  t^ 


12/27/89  Ml  UX:AS  ALEXANDER 
Pannis:  Mark  A  Kaicn,  South  America 

12/29/92  MISS  UURA  UTTLE 
Parents:  Bob  k  Amy,  West  Africa 

12/30/91  MR  BENJAMIN  AUSTIN 
Parents:  Arnold  k  Susie,  South  America 


Please  aendaflto: 

Oakra  namei  PMenrs  iwflae 
MKBwMukOCBMhdlqf^ 

POBck  53a  jKkaon  MS  89206 

PLEASE  NOTE:  Chnch  members 
may  send  a  pariray  at  cards  together; 
cards  do  not  have  to  be 
sent  individuaOy  to  the  wMa. 


ENCOURAGE  AN  MK 
TODAY  WITH  A  CARD! 


12/4/86  MISS  KATIE  R.  GRAY 
Parents:  Tony  k  Karen,  South  America 

12/6/88  MISSMARISAM.WOMBLE 
Parents:  Freddie  k  Karen,  South  Ameria 

12/21/02  MISS  ABIGAIL  PATTERSON 
Parents:  Tun  k  Dorcas,  Restrictod 

12/27/02  MISS  SOPHIE  JOHNSON 
Parents:  Daron  k  Judy,  Reatrided 


Due  to  security  twaaoaw,  full 
ttames  or  rcghM  M  scrvkc  may 
not  be  pubUahed. 
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pofiodinhoMhtfon 


Miasiaappi  baptiat  Chaplaina  Aaaociation 
Annual  Meeting  &  banquet 

Sl^iDOiwi,  Baptist  BuNding 

October  30,  4:45  -  6:30  p.m. 

Aa  CAREER  AND  VOLUNTEER  CHAPLAINS 
are  invited  to  join  us  for  dinner  and  f^lowship. 


Chartes  "Chudr  Register,  pastor,  FBC  Gulfport 

“ON  THE  ROAD  TO  RECOVERT  dUidk 

'For  I  krxjw  the  plans  I  have  for  you,  declares  the  Lxxd,  plans  to  prosper  you  and  not 
to  harm  you,  plans  to  give  you  hope  and  a  future.'  Jeremiah  2911  nhv 


The  banquet  is  no  cost  to  chaplains  and  spouses  who  have  paid  their  dues  to 
the  Chaplains'  Association  for  2007-2008.  For  rKxvmembers  of  the  associa¬ 
tion,  the  cost  is  $  1 0  each. 

FOR  RESERVATIONS,  contaa  Card  Wright  Menls  Ministry,  MBCB, 
601-292-3334,  or  1-800-748-1651,  E-mail:  cvvrightBmbcb.org. 


Please  make  reservatkNu  by  October  23. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Chvtes  Man.  t%i2  •  2004 
ciipyrtghlvd  2005 

CEL  IVVGAEU  ZTVE 
DONZN  CN  XO  SCJGOL, 
XO  NCAPX,  FOXVJL  PXO 
)CBF  VR  UVL! 

DVXE  VEO:  PXAYPQ-NAK 
Clue:  f 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lances  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  erxroded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  weeks 
puzzle:  Isaiah  Forty:  Eight. 


Evcffgreca  Ckaidi,  Slialwta,  recently  called  John  David 
Franklin  as  pastor.  Shown  are  Tammi  Franklin.  Franklin,  and 
lyiei;  Gdbbi.  and  ^^sley  Franklin. 

First  CkMch.  Biloxi  has  called  A^ile  A. 

Smith  as  pastor.  Smith,  a  native  of 
Poplarville,  is  married  to  the  former  Connie 
Kamleen  Saucier  and  they  have  three  erown 
sons:  Joshua,  David,  and  Dustin.  He  iK>lds 
decrees  from  New  Orleans  Seminary, 

University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  and 
William  Carey  College,  and  has  pastored 
diurches  in  Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  He 
comes  from  William  Carey  College,  where  he 
served  as  Vice  President  of  Advancement. 


rTWOWI  9RO  MHMiy 


The  Joseph  and  Nancy  Fail  School  of  Nursing  at  William 
Carey  UaivcfsHy  recently  announced  that  Viocy  Cabaniss 
Wall^  has  earned  the  d^ignation  Certified  Nurse  Educator 
(CNE)  after  successfully  completing  a  rigorous  certification 
examination  developed  and  admirustered  by  the  New  York  City- 
based  National  League  fw  Nursing. 

Baptist  Healthplex  members  can  work  out,  hang  out  or  just 
chill  as  the  $12  million  facility  at  Mississippi  College  gears  up 
for  a  major  milestone,  its  10th  anniversary  next  month. 
Everybody  cormected  with  the  fitness  complex  off  the  Clinton 
Parkway  is  invited  to  be  part  of  the  celebration  on  the  Qinton 
campus  Oct.  8.  Today,  bursting  at  the  seams  with  4,900  members, 
including  1,500  MC  students,  state-of-the-art  equipment,  meet¬ 
ing  rooms,  the  Baptist  Medical  Clinic  and  much  more. 

The  Mississippi  alumni  diapter  of  the  New  Orleans  Baptirt 
Theological  Scadnary  will  meet  for  a  reunion  on  Oct.  %  in 
Jackson.  Seminary  Prreident  Chuck  will  be  the  featured 

speaker  at  the  noon  event  at  the  First  Cnurch,  Jackson,  in  its 
rellowship  Hall.  For  more  information,  contact  Ben  James  at 
(601)  885-0717  or  beiqames0bellsoudn.net. 


Give  your 
ch  Lirch 


this  Christmas. 


CALL  TODAY  877-378-2667 

FOR  A  FREE  PREVIEW  DVD!  or  go  to  oavtramsey.com/church 


Americans  charge  approximately  $27  billion  to  their  credit  cards 
during  the  holiday  season  and  Christmas  will  be  here  before  you  know  it! 


The  average  attendee  pays  off  $5300 
and  saves  $2700  in  just  91  days! 
Help  your  church  avoid  debt  and 
give  like  never  before! 


iition 


FPU  IS  a  biblically-based,  video-driven 
small  group  study  that  teaches  families 
to  beat  debt,  build  wealth  and 
give  like  never  before! 


Acl 


LfTiiveriity 


Dave  Ramsey  's 


i 

< 


HopcwaU  Chwcli,  Scott  Cowty: 
Rovhral,  Oct  7-10;  Sun.,  Sunday  Sdiool 
Ion:  Homacoailn^  10  ajn.;  wonhip,  11  ajn.,  followed  by 
WO  ajn.;  wonhip,  lunch;  afternoon  tarvion,  1  JO  pjn.;  Mon. 

by  hindi;  Roy  -Wed.,  7  pjn.;  Gordon  Santtn&  speaker; 
ries  Moore,  pastor.  Dan  Harrtoon,  musk;  Ed  Cio%^,  pastor. 

linn  IlniasmettiM  Lonin  Oratch,  Lonln:  Hornecowtaifc 
9:15  ajtL;  wonMp,  Oct  14;  luncheon  foUowina  services;  Mark 

. Bullock,  pMtor  and  meucer,  Ray  Pugh 

and  A«uBa  Uwe,  mu^.  For  more  infor* 
mati^  call  (601)  73^3707. 


BAPTISTS 


Oct  H  Sunday  School  < 
lOJO  ajn,  foflowedj^  pothick  lunch  and 
musk,  IJO  pjn.;  Gwn  Davis,  speaker; 

Marvin  and  Gnaie  WDson,  musk. 

r«ii— h— ;  iTtet  McAdams  Church,  Attala  Aasodatton:  Shalom  Church,  Silver  CiMfo  R^val 

amn  Oct  6-7;  Sat,  lOJO  ajn.  fdlowahfo.  Homecoming,  Oct  14;  Suiklay  Schex^  10  Oct  7-10;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  1  JO  p.m.; 
toum  foBowed  by  hmeh  artd  wonhfo;  ajiu;  worriiip,  11  ajn.,  foUoi^  ^  cov-  Mon.-Wed^  7  P-m-;  Qurles  Bumhj^ 
Suri,SmkkiyScho^8:45ajn.;%vociMp,T0  ered  dish  hmch;  J.W.  Brand  and  Carolyn  speaker;  Donald  Walket  musk;  Dan 
ajn.,  followed  by  hmch;  worship  and  Bnmd,  mu^.  Ainsworth,  pastor, 

musk,  2  pjn;  Joe  MdCeever  and  Bobby  ^  ^  « 

Douidaa^  unralrfm.  Shawn  Parket  pastor.  McClellan  RcMid  Church,  Latimer  Siloam  Church,  West  Pp^b  Hom^ 

Community:  Homecoming,  Oct.  7;  ccuninn  Oct  14;  services,  lOjtf  a.m.,  km- 
Fint  Church,  Houlka:  Revival,  Oct  Sunday  School  9:30  a.m.;  worship,  10:30  lo%ved^  lunch;  David  Mahaffey,  speaker; 
14-17;Sun.,10ajnand6pjn.;Mon.-Wedv  a.m.,  followed  by  covered  dish  lundieon  Ginger  Fowler,  music. 

7  pjn.;  Junior  Ritdwy,  speaker;  Melinda  and  afternoon  services;  Breaux  Tageant,  ^  ^  „  . 

Kopp,  music  David  BUckweO,  pastor.  ^aker;  Railroad  Creek  Bluegrass  Union  Oturefo  Rpxie:  HomeOTB^a 

Singers,  Victory  Singers,  and  Joe  and  Revival  Ort.  7-9;  Sun.,  Sunday  Sthrol, 
First  Church,  Uuderdale:  Revival  Stallings,  music.  10  a.m.;  worship,  11  a.m„  fallowed  by 


MSAudioLLC 


Design  A  Im^ration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 


IVooper  Hales 

iiifo9msaudioUc.com 


P.O.  Box  1S7S  Fh  601-923-9947 
Oinion,  MS  39060  Fu  601-924-2880 


haaWi  ictsewlng 


CHUKH  PIW  USNOISnSt  frw  «S- 
iMln.  Davit  Uptioluary,  QuUmaw, 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wroi^ 

More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Missi8^)pi  put 
dieir  fsidi  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 
insurance  services  including  property,  general,  and  specific 
liability,  vehicle,  workers  compen^on,  and  other  coverages. 


Call  the  Baptist  Health  Line  at  1.800.948.6262 
or  visit  Baptist's  website  at  www.iiibht.org. 


Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  die  most  competitive  premium  rates 

For  r^rgnees  and  more  mH  UHliniitrwi 
u^rmation,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 

60M2(F0I74  or  I -800-442-0290.  IMM 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 


Quality  is  Job  One 

MaHlMwStl'U 


By  Alict  Sndth 


nlte  BeatitudM*  are  beau- 
tlhil  poetic,  and  diallenging. 
nave  inapiied  die  hearo 


They 


and 

inaoiied 

of  muldtudee  fnrou^  the  oen- 
tuiiee.  Do  we  view  Biese  vers¬ 
es  as  ideal,  nebulous  words 
describing  characteristics 
bey<Mul  our  leadt?  But  these 
are  Jesus'  words,  a  "keynote 
address"  heralding  a  new  age 
vdddi  He  came  to  introduce 
and  teadi  to  diose  who  dioose 
to  follow  Him.  The  verses  tell 
of  God's  approval  for  those 
who  willin^y  place  them¬ 
selves  under  His  control  and 
Him  dominion  (leader- 
ip)  over  dieir  lives.  The 
Beatitudes  are  begun  wid\  die 
word,  "Blessed.^  Comment¬ 
aries  say  that  "this  word  does 
not  describe  one's  inner  feel- 
ii»  about  himself,  but  his  state 
or  blessedness  as  seen  by 


& 


Jesus.  The  meaning 
intended  m^  be 
expressed  as,  ‘(jkx,  the 
happiness  of.'" 

Lookiiw  at  diis  study 
throu^  die  eyes  of  cmninen- 
taries  sudi  as  "The  Amplifi^ 
New  Testament,"  and  the 
"Broadman  Commentary" 
may  shed  more  light  on 
MaHhew  5:3-12. 

•  "Poor  in  Spirit"  is  said  of 
peoede  udio  have  life^  and 
contentment  because  of  the 
fawx  of  God  and  his  salvation, 
regardless  of  their  outward  oon- 
dinons.  It  is  the  humble  servants 
of  God,  rating  diemselves 
insignificant.  iMse  are  duMe 
idio  are  spiritually  on  their  hkes 
before  ihar  mighty  God  all  the 
time,  recognizing  His  great  ^ 
and  grace.  They  will  see  me 
Kingmxn  of  Heaven  because  d 
dieir  recognition  of  God's  Grace 
and  dieir  spiritual  poverty. 


SfNiwI 


•  "Those  idio 
Mourn"  reien  to  1 
living  out  dieir  lives' 
die  revdation  of  1- 
analchfess  grace,  bi  this 
ocnlext  mmiming  is  the 
grief  that  follows  one's 
realization  of  his  spiritu¬ 
al  impoverishment  and 
thus  emerienoes  sorrow 
over  his  sin,  and  also 
mourns  over  die  world's 
sin.  Those  who  are  particularly 
sensitive  to  sin  in  themselves  and 
in  the  world,  who  are  deeply 
impacted  by  the  depravity  and 
cfudty  of  men,  are  comforted  by 
Jesus  and  canM  into  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  a  God  of  compassion,  a 
friend  of  sinners,  into  an  eternal 
life  of  ktttioe  and  trudi. 

•  "The  Meek,"  are  not  weak 
and  cowardly.  This  attribute 
describes  those  who  deliber¬ 
ately  bend  dieir  wills,  and  set 
aside  their  own  desires  as  they 
come  into  die  presence  of  God 
and  experience  his  greatness 
and  grace.  This  is  a  Mautiful 
grace  and  describes  Jesus' 
^aracter  as  we  associate  it 
widi  "lowliness  of  heart."  It  is 
the  opposite  of  Pride,  consid¬ 


ered  by  Jeaus  as  being  one  of 
die  caidiiial  sins. 

•  "Those  who  hunger  and 
thirst  for  ri^teousness," 
describes  people  who  crave  the 
ri^teousness  of  God  so 
irmnady  that  the  craving  can 
be  compared  to  the  physical 
hunger  and  thirst  of  people 


They  yearn  for  victo^  of  r^t 
over  wrong.  They  will  be  fined 
with  the  knowledge  that  God's 
ri^teouaness  wiuprevail. 

•  "The  Merciful."  It  is  the 
nature  of  mercy  and  forgive¬ 
ness  that  there  cannot  be  receiv¬ 
ing  widiout  giving.  That  thing 
in  a  person  which  renders  him 
incapd>le  of  being  merciful  or 
forgiving  creates  a  hardness  of 
heart  dut  renders  him  inca¬ 
pable  of  receiving  mercy  or  for¬ 
giveness.  Mercy  can  be  given 
cmly  when  we  recognize  our 
need  of  it  for  ourselves. 

•  "Pure  in  Heart."  Jesus 
brushed  aside  the  require¬ 
ments  of  ritual  cleansing  that 
meant  purity.  He  went  to  the 
real  purity — that  of  the  heart. 
The  heart  stood  for  the  whole 


inner  self  —  mind  as  wall  as 
feeling,  h  is  the  concentration 
of  the  whole  self  i^>on  God. 
The  result  is  that  He  will  sure¬ 
ly  see  you.  The  outward  life  of 
words  and  deeds  will  reflect 
the  inner  purity  of  a  person. 

•  "Ihe  Peaoanakers."  Jesus  is 
the  "Prince  of  Peace."  He  is  our 
Peace.  Peacemaking  is  positive 
and  active.  Jesus  came  to  replace 
chaos  widi  otdei;  hale  with  uve. 
It  is  harmony  w^  man  through 
harmony  wim  God. 

•  "Persecuted  for  right¬ 
eousness."  The  distinction  of 
piersecution  and  die  blessed¬ 
ness  come  only^when  the  suf¬ 
fering  is  for  Christ  and  His 
righteousness.  Watch  out  — 
let  us  examine  ourselves.  One 
may  be  opposed  because  he  is 
wrong,  wicked,  or  simply  a 
distumr.  For  those  who  truly 
sufier  for  truth  and  right,  there 
is  reward  in  heaven. 

We  must  ask  ourselves  con¬ 
tinually  how  many  of  these 
diaracteristics  are  true  of  us. 


Smith  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Jackson. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Watd\  Your  Words 


Matthew  12:22-37 


By  Michael  Smith 


From  church  to  church 
across  the  landscape  of 
America,  faithfuU.saints  of 
God  are  decrying  what  they 
a  pervaMve  sense  of 
our  culture. 


view  as 
a 


»athy 
Tne  c 


pervi 
within 

e  church's  indictment 
against  the  culture  of  the  day 
is  that  of  indifference  and  apa¬ 
thy.  'Teople  just  seem  not  to 
care  about  anything  these 
days."  They,  according  to 
Webster's  Collegiate 

Dictionary,  lack  passion,  emo¬ 
tion,  or  excitement.  Many 
church  leaders  contend  that 
the  culture  in  which  we  live 
axui  minister  is  pervasively 
indifferent  to  the  Gospel.  With 
all  due  respect,  1  disagree  with 
that  assessment  of  our  culture. 
It  is  my  contention  that  our 
culture  is  indeed  passionate, 
especially  about  its  opposition 
to  the  Gospel. 


Adieism  is  making  a 
fanciful  comeback. 
Prominent  atheist  schol¬ 
ars  and  authors  are  domi¬ 
nating  die  lecture  circuit  and 
frequenting  mainline  news 
shows.  Bomes  entitled  The  God 
Delusion  and  The  End  of  Faith 
are  occupying  best  seller  lists. 
The  popular  atheists  of  the  day 
are  anything  but  apathetic;  diey 
are  zealous  in  their  denial  of 
God  and  in  their  opposition  to 
die  Gospel.  The  ccHitemporary 
resurgence  of  adieism  is  merely 
a  new  flavor  of  an  old  favorite. 
Those  who  would  deny  God's 
authoritative  claims  of  creation 
and  salvation  are  echoing  die 
same  hollow  words  spoken 
throughout  the  millenniums. 
Jesus  nimself  was  confronted 
widi  passionate  opposition  by 
the  rtiarisees.  Th^  zealously 
denied  him  as  God's  Son  and 
denied  his  words  and  deeds  as 
possessing  die  very  audiority  of 


God.  Jesus  responded 
passionately  to  the 
Pharisees'  passionate 
opposition. 


about 

atthew 


Smith 


1.  Speaking 
God  (Ma 
12:22-27) 

Those  who  oppose 
God  often  speak 
against  his  authority. 
The  Pharisees  ques¬ 
tioned  the  audiority  by  v^^dl 
Jesus  was  able  to  heal  the 
demon-possessed  man.  They 
accused  Jesus  of  coniuring  up 
the  power  of  Beelzebub  to  drive 
out  demons.  Jesus  took  the  com¬ 
mon-sense  approach  to  disman¬ 
tling  dieir  heretical  claim.  The 
logic  of  Satan  binding  his  own 
demons  was  nonsensical.  Rather 
than  submitting  to  the  audiority 
of  God  manil^ted  in  Jesus' 
words  and  deeds,  the  Pharisees 
sou^t  to  deny  G^'s  authority. 
Adieists  simply  mirror  die  pre¬ 
vailing  rejecnon  of  authority  by 
our  culture  today.  We  live  in  a 
"you  can't  tell  me  what  to  think 
or  what  to  do"  culture.  Many 
oppose  Gcxl  because  d^  are 
suspect  of  authority.  If  Cod  is 
Goa,  dien  we  are  not  Gcxl.  If  we 
are  not  God,  dien  we  have  no 


rightful  claim  of  authority  and 
must  surrender  to  die  authorita¬ 
tive  claims  of  God  upon  our 
lives.  We  should  passionately 
oppose  those  who  reject  the 
audioritative  claims  of  God. 

2.  Speaking  about  God's 
Spirit  (Matthew  12:2S-32) 

Those  who  oppose  Gcxl  often 
speak  against  the  need  for  his 
salvation.  This  complex  passage 
is  a  ocxitinuatkxi  ot  Jesus'  pas¬ 
sionate  rejection  of  the 
Pharisees'  heretical  claims.  The 
Pharisees  veiled  their  denial  of 
Jesus  as  the  Messiah  in  an 
unfounded  and  unintelligible 
accusation.  The  denial  of  ^us 
as  Gcxi's  Redeemer  and  the 
Savior  of  die  world  is  equally  a 
denial  of  humanity's  need  for 
salvation.  Jesus  addresses  the 
rejection  of  Gcxi's  free  gift  of  sal¬ 
vation  by  warning  against 
speaking  blasphemous  words 
against  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Suvation  is  solely  die  woric  of 
Gcxl;  it  is  Gcxi's  buriness.  The 
consistent  denial,  or  blasphem¬ 
ing,  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  his 
promptings  re^ts  in  spiritual 
insensitivity  which  hardens  die 
heart  and  stiffens  the  neck. 
Those  who  deny  die  need  for 


Gcxi's  salvation  deny  the  regen¬ 
erating  wexh  of  the  Holy  sprit 
and  dius  stand  condemned. 

3.  Speaking  with  Care 
(Matthew  12:33-37) 

The  heart  of  die  matter  is  a 
matter  of  the  heart.  Jesus 
declares  diat  our  words  are  spo¬ 
ken  from  the  overflow  of  the 
heart  (Matthew  12:34).  The 
words  we  speak  and  the  bold¬ 
ness  in  which  we  speak  those 
words  is  a  clear  refleraon  of  our 
heart.  Those  who  passicxiately 
speak  against  Gcxi's  authority  to 
save  and  condemn  speak  judg¬ 
ment  upon  themselves  because 
their  wcnxls  reveal  an  unregen¬ 
erate  heart.  Those  who  speak 
words  denying  Gcxl  will  be  con¬ 
demned  by  God,  but  those  who 
speak  THE  WORDS  OF  TRUTH 
will  be  rewarded  by  dkxl.  A  dear 
friend  in  ministry  often  reminds 
me  that  these  are  sericxis  times 
that  require  sericnis  service  from 
serious  Ghristians.  We  must  be 
serious  to  weigh  die  words  of 
odiers  widi  a  discerning  mind 
and  to  discern  die  weight  of  our 
own  words. 


Smith  is  pastor  of  Bethel 
Church,  Monticello. 
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Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  BjcduRfogrdis  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  ptwibgryhs  of  special  events 
that  talto  puKX  to  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Bapdst  Convention. 

'  News  swimHiM  for  publicatkxi  in  The 
Baptist  Record  mutt  be  dther  (a)  type- 
wrmen,  (b)  neatly 


can  not  be  returned.  Haase  do  not  atteli 
^  photos  wMi  bipe  or  slaplos. 

All  news  hems  are  subject  to  editing, 
^  ^  and  all  photographs  are  subject  to  crop- 

piTfr  Photogn^  must  depict  people.  No 
landscape-,  Ixjilding-,  or  cbject-oniy  pho- 
tographs  will  be  priniKl.  News  hems  andfor 
photooaphs  can  be  published  one  time 
(Xily.  DeaxHine  for  submittirw  news  is  one 
weoc  prior  to  requested  pubneatfon  date. 

Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and  Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digitai  printouts  be  published  on  a  space-available  basis, 
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4.  Briar  Hill  Chiifdi,  Fl<M«noc, 
hotted  the  We  Can  Make  a 
Difference  youth  rally  for 
Rankin  County  in  Auauat 

an  eetiinated  3(x)  in 
attendance.  There  were  four 
requeets  for  baptiani  amokig 
other  dedaione.  Sho%vn  are 
eome  of  the  participants. 

5.  The  THple  L  Club  of 
Hopewell  Church,  Littte 
Rods,  recently  enioyiKl  a  trip 
to  Nordt  Carolina  to  the 
Billy  Graham  Libra^  in 
Oiarlotte,  the  Cove, 
Biltmore  House,  and  die 
Ocanaluftee  Indian  Village. 

2.  Malmaiaon  Church,  Carroll  Shown  are  the  participants. 
County,  recognizes  its  srad- 

uates  from  diildren's  6.  The  Area  9  wMu  meeting 
church.  Shown  are  Charity  and  luncheon  was  held  Sept. 
Long,  Rebecca  Smith,  and  15  at  die  Lee  Conference 
pastor  Eddie  Carpenter.  Center  erf  die  Pearl  River 

Association.  Speaker  was 
Lbidsey  Sellers,  femner  mis¬ 
sionary  in  Soudi  Asia. 
Juanita  West  gave  a  report 
from  Pearlington  and  an 
offering  was  received  to 
help  %dth  continued  recov¬ 
ery.  Shown  are  Laura  Beth 
lattieU, 


1.  Parkway  Churdi,  Morton, 
ordained  Kevin  Winstead 
as  deacon  Sept.  16.  Shown 
are  Winstead  and  pastor 
John  Miles. 


The  WMU  leaders  of 
Macedonia  Church,  PetaL 
hosted  a  Minister's  Mates 
tea  party  for  pastor's  wives 
15.  Shoivn  are  jeneanne 
hfflkc  Lynda  Sue  Doggett 
and  Katherine  nttman. 


Jean  Bragg,  Lindsey 
Sdlers,  Dekwes  Cook,  Betty 
Carlisle,  and  Sue  Perry. 

7.  Briar  Hill  Churdi,  Florence, 
ivill  host  the  Rev^tions  in 
concert  Oct.  7, 6  p.m.  A  love 
offering  will  be  received. 

8.  Winston  Association  will  be 
helping  with  the  construc¬ 
tion  or  a  Korean  church  in 
Anchcmige,  Alaska,  in  June, 
2008.  VMunteer  carpenters 


and  helpers  are  urgently 
needed.  For  more  inrorma- 
tion,  caU  (662)  803-0112. 

9.  Nocthminster  Church, 
Jackson,  is  hosting  an 
Altemadve  Gifts  Fair  Nov. 
1-3,  with  local  and  intema- 
donal  charities  includirtg 
Habitat  for  Humanity, 
Ronald  Md>onald  House, 
Operation  Shoestring  of 
Jadcson,  Stewpot  Comm¬ 
unity  Services,  among  others 


Tmuny 


bciitg  represented.  For  nuMs 
infonnaoon,  cidl  Jill  Buckley 
at  (601)  982-4703. 

10.  Maynard  Hill  is  moving 
bacK  to  the  Jackson/  Brandon 
area  and  %yill  be  avaihMe  for 
pulpit  simply,  interim  paetoi; 
pastor  or  a  smaD  cor^giega- 
tion,  or  gospel  music  con¬ 
certs.  He  nuiy  be  contacted  at 
(662)756-2201. 

11.  Mayhank  Church,  Halliss- 
bu^  wiU  host  The  Bibletones 
in  conoect  Oct  7, 6  pm.  A  love 
offering  win  be  reoetved. 


